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between clusters, each apparatus in a cluster receives a port
joining link aggregation group message sent by a master
control board on a master apparatus in the cluster. In
response to an apparatus determining that a newly joined
port is a port on the apparatus itself and also is the first
member port in the link aggregation group of the cluster, the
newly joined port is associated with the link aggregation
group. By applying the method and the apparatus for
expanding member ports of a link aggregation group
between clusters in this manner, according to an example,
the number of member links in the link aggregation group
between clusters is able to be increased, and the robustness
of the network interconnection between clusters is also able
to be enhanced.
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receiving, by each apparatus in a cluster, a port joining fink
aggregation message sent by a master control board on a master -
apparatus.

/
when an apparatus determines that a newly joined port is a port on
the apparatus itself and also is the first member port in the link

aggregation group of the cluster, associating the newly joined port with -—-.

the link aggregation group. That is, the first member port comprises the
first port of the apparatus {o join the link aggregation group.
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1
EXPANDING MEMBER PORTS OF A LINK
AGGREGATION GROUP BETWEEN
CLUSTERS

BACKGROUND

In a link aggregation group, two or more data channels are
combined into a single channel and appear as a single logical
link with higher bandwidth. A link aggregation group is
generally used to connect one or more devices having great
demands for bandwidth, such as servers or server clusters
connecting a backbone network. When clusters are con-
nected with a link aggregation group, data traffic reaches the
other side through a member link in the link aggregation
group by way of load sharing. When one member link fails,
data traffic, which is borne by the failed member link will be
switched to the remaining member links in the link aggre-
gation group.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features of the present disclosure are illustrated by way of
example and not limited in the following figure(s), in which
like numerals indicate like elements, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of a
link aggregation group between clusters according to an
example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method for expanding
member ports of a link aggregation group between clusters
according to an example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for expanding
member ports of a link aggregation group between clusters
according to an example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of an
apparatus for expanding member ports of a link aggregation
group between clusters according to an example of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a hardware
structure of an apparatus for expanding member ports of a
link aggregation group between clusters according to an
example of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, the present disclosure will be described in
further detail with reference to the accompanying drawings
and examples to make the technical solution and merits
therein clearer.

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the
present disclosure. It will be readily apparent however, that
the present disclosure may be practiced without limitation to
these specific details. In other instances, some methods and
structures have not been described in detail so as not to
unnecessarily obscure the present disclosure. As used herein,
the term “includes” means includes but not limited to, the
term “including” means including but not limited to. The
term “based on” means based at least in part on. In addition,
the terms “a” and “an” are intended to denote at least one of
a particular element.

Usually, the number of member links in a link aggregation
group of a cluster is strictly limited by the capacities of
hardware chips of apparatuses in the cluster (i.e., the number
of member ports to be joined into the link aggregation group
allowed by the hardware chip). For example, if the maxi-
mum number of ports provided by a device in a cluster is N,
then the maximum number of member links in a link
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2

aggregation group between the cluster and the other cluster

also is N, and could not be able to achieve the desired 4*N.
In contrast to the above, examples of the present disclo-

sure provide a method for expanding member ports of a link
aggregation group between clusters, which may increase the
number of member links in a link aggregation group
between clusters, and enhance the robustness of the network
interconnection between clusters.

Examples of the present disclosure also provide an appa-
ratus for expanding member ports of a link aggregation
group between clusters, which may increase the number of
member links in a link aggregation group between clusters,
and enhance the robustness of the network interconnection
between clusters.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of a
link aggregation group between clusters according to an
example of the present disclosure. The specific process of
the above flowchart will be described hereinafter with
reference to FIG. 1.

1. Initially, a link aggregation group between a cluster A
and a cluster B (assuming it is the link aggregation group 1)
does not have any member port, i.e., none of the ports of
apparatus A1-A4 have joined into the link aggregation group
1. At this point, when a packet enters the cluster A from the
apparatus Al, as no member port has joined into the link
aggregation group 1, the packet is discarded.

2. When a port A31 joins in the link aggregation group 1,
a master control board (usually located on a master appa-
ratus in the cluster) notifies, in a distributed manner, each
apparatus in the cluster A with a port joining link aggrega-
tion group message:

1) on apparatus A1, as port A31 does not belong to apparatus
A1 and there are not any ports on apparatus Al that have
already been joined into the link aggregation group 1, a
stacking port of the apparatus Al that connects with a
stacking link directly connecting with apparatus A2 (or
apparatus Ad4) is associated with the link aggregation
group 1;

2) on apparatus A2, as port A31 does not belong to apparatus
A2 and there are not any ports on apparatus A2 that have
been joined into the link aggregation group 1 either, a
stacking port of the apparatus A2 that connects with a
stacking link directly connecting with apparatus A3 (or
apparatus Al) is associated to the link aggregation group

3) on apparatus A3, as port A31 belongs to apparatus A3, and
it is the first port to be joined into the link aggregation
group 1 on apparatus A3. At the same time, it is also the
first member port of the link aggregation group 1 in
cluster A, the port A31 is associated to the link aggrega-
tion group 1;

4) on apparatus A4, as port A31 does not belong to apparatus
A4 and there are not any ports on apparatus A4 that have
been joined into the link aggregation group 1 either, a
stacking port of the apparatus A4 that connects with a
stacking link directly connecting with apparatus A3 (or
apparatus Al) is associated to the link aggregation group

At this time, when a packet enters apparatus Al, the
apparatus Al looks up the DMAC address of the received
packed, determines the DMAC address associated to the link
aggregation group 1 and forwards the received packet
through the stacking port on apparatus A1. When a packet is
received at apparatus A2, on apparatus A2, a MAC address
table is looked up again and if an output port is still the link
aggregation group 1, the packet is transmitted to apparatus
A3 through the stacking port on apparatus A2. Thus on
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apparatus A3, the MAC address table is looked up again, and
if the output port corresponding to the DMAC address of the
received packet is still link aggregation group 1, and at this
time the port A31 of apparatus A3 is in link aggregation
group 1, then the packet is transmitted to cluster B through
the port A31.

3. When a port A21 joins in the link aggregation group 1,
the master control board notifies, in a distributed manner,
each apparatus in the cluster A with the member port joining
link aggregation group message. The message not only
includes the port A21 to be joined into the link aggregation
group 1 this time, but also the port A31 that has already been
joined into the link aggregation group 1 (from this the port
to be joined into the link aggregation group 1 currently may
be determined as port A21):

1) on apparatus A1, as port A21 does not belong to apparatus
Al, and the stacking on the apparatus Al has already been
associated with the link aggregation group 1, it does not
need to handle the message;

2) on apparatus A2, as the newly joined port A21 is the first
port on the apparatus A2 that joins the link aggregation
group 1, but it is not the first member port of the link
aggregation group 1 in cluster A, a logic association
between the stacking port of the apparatus A2 and the link
aggregation group 1 is replaced with a logic association
between the port A21 and the link aggregation group
(hereafter, traffic whose output port is link aggregation
group 1 in apparatus A2 is sent to cluster B through port
A21);

3) on apparatus A3, as the newly joined port A21 does not
belong to apparatus A3, and the port A31 on the apparatus
A3 has already been joined into the link aggregation
group 1 already, it does not need to handle the message;

4) on apparatus A4, as the newly joined port A21 does not
belong to apparatus A4, and the stacking port on the
apparatus A4 that connects the stacking link directly
connecting with apparatus A3 (or Al) has already been
associated with the link aggregation group 1, it does not
need to handle the message.

At this time, when a packet is received at apparatus Al,
as the stacking port of apparatus Al is associated with the
link aggregation group 1 and the output port corresponding
to the DMAC address of the received packet is the link
aggregation group 1, the received packet is forwarded to the
apparatus A2 through the stacking port of apparatus Al. On
apparatus A2, the MAC address table is looked up again, due
to the output port corresponding DMAC address of the
packet is still link aggregation group 1, and at this time the
port 21 of apparatus A2 has joined into the link aggregation
group 1, then the packet is transmitted to cluster B through
the port A21.

4. When a port A22 joins in the link aggregation group 1,
the master control board notifies each apparatus, in a dis-
tributed manner, in the cluster A with the member port
joining link aggregation group message. The message
includes not only the port A22 to be joined into the link
aggregation group 1 this time, but also the ports A31 and
A21 that have already been joined into the link aggregation
group 1:

1) on apparatus Al, as the above port A22 does not belong
to apparatus A1, and the stacking port of the apparatus Al
has already been associated with the link aggregation
group 1 in step 2, it does not need to handle the message;

2) on apparatus A2, as the newly joined port A22 is the
second port on the apparatus A2 that has joined the link
aggregation group, the port A22 is associated with the link
aggregation group 1 directly (hereafter, traffic whose
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output port is link aggregation group 1 in apparatus A2 is

sent to cluster B through port A21 or port A22);

3) on apparatus A3, as port A22 does not belong to apparatus
A3, and the port A31 on the apparatus A3 has already been
joined into the link aggregation group 1, it does not need
to handle the message;

4) on apparatus A4, as the newly joined port A22 does not
belong to apparatus A4, and the stacking port of the
apparatus A4 has already been associated with the link
aggregation group 1 already, it does not need to handle the
message.

At this time, when a packet enters apparatus Al, as the
stacking port of the apparatus A1 is associated with the link
aggregation group 1 and the output port corresponding to the
DMAC address of the received packet is the link aggrega-
tion group 1, the received packet is transmitted to the
apparatus A2 through the stacking port of the apparatus Al.
On apparatus A2, the MAC address table is looked up again
and if the output port corresponding to the DMAC address
of'the packet is still link aggregation group 1, and at this time
the ports A21 and A22 of apparatus A2 have joined into the
link aggregation group 1, then one port is selected from the
ports A21 and A22 according to a result of hashing source
media access control (SMAC) address and destination media
access control (DMAC) address in the packet then modulo
2 (2 is the number of member ports of apparatus A2 in link
aggregation group 1), and the packet is transmitted to cluster
B through the selected port.

5. When a port A1l joins in the link aggregation group 1,
the master control board notifies each apparatus in the
cluster A, in a disturbed manner, with the member port
joining link aggregation group message. The message
includes not only the port A1l to be joined into the link
aggregation group 1 this time, but also the ports A31, A21,
and A22 that have already been joined into the link aggre-
gation group 1:

1) on apparatus Al, as the newly joined port A1l is the first
port on the apparatus Al that joins the link aggregation
group 1 on apparatus Al, the logic association between
the stacking port of the apparatus Al and the link aggre-
gation group 1 is replaced with a logic association
between the port A1l and the link aggregation group 1
(hereafter, traffic whose output port is link aggregation
group 1 in apparatus Al is sent to cluster B through port
All),

2) on apparatus A2, as the newly joined port A1l does not
belong to apparatus A2, and the ports A21 and A22 on the
apparatus A2 have already been joined into the link
aggregation group 1, it does not need to handle the
message;

3) on apparatus A3, as the newly joined port A1l does not
belong to apparatus A3, and the port A31 on the apparatus
A3 has already been joined into the link aggregation
group 1, it does not need to handle the message;

4) on apparatus A4, as the newly joined port A1l does not
belong to apparatus A4, and the stacking port of the
stacking link, which is directly connected with apparatus
A3 (or Al) on the apparatus A4 has already been asso-
ciated to the link aggregation group 1, it does not need to
handle the message.

At this time, when a packet enters apparatus Al, as the
port All of apparatus Al has been joined into the link
aggregation group 1 and the output port corresponding to the
DMAC address of the received packet is the link aggrega-
tion group 1, the packet is transmitted to cluster B through
the port All.
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6. When a port A12 joins in the link aggregation group 1,
the master control board notifies each apparatus in the
cluster A, in a distributed manner, with the member port
joining link aggregation group message. The message
includes not only the port A12 to be joined into the link
aggregation group 1 this time, but also the ports A31, A21,
A22 and A1l that have already been joined into the link
aggregation group 1:

1) on apparatus Al, as the newly joined port A12 is second
port on the apparatus Al that joins into the link aggrega-
tion group 1, the port Al2 is associated to the link
aggregation group 1 (hereafter, the apparatus Al sends
traffic of which output port is the link aggregation group
1 to cluster B through port A1l or port A12);

2) on apparatus A2, as the newly joined port A12 does not
belong to apparatus A2, and the ports A21 and A22 on the
apparatus A2 have already been joined into the link
aggregation group 1, it does not need to handle the
message;

3) on apparatus A3, as the newly joined port A12 does not
belong to apparatus A3, and the port A31 on the apparatus
A3 has already been joined into the link aggregation
group 1, it does not need to handle the message;

4) on apparatus A4, as the newly joined port A12 does not
belong to apparatus A4, and the stacking port of the
stacking link, which is directly connected with apparatus
A3 (or A1) on apparatus A4 has already been associated
to the link aggregation group 1 in step 2, it does not need
to handle the message.

At this time, when a packet of which the DMAC address
associates with link aggregation group 1 enters apparatus
Al, as the ports port A1l and port A12 on the apparatus Al
have already joined the link aggregation group 1, then one
port is selected from the ports A1l and A12 according to a
result of hashing SMAC and DMAC in the packet then
modulo 2 (2 is the number of member ports of apparatus Al
in link aggregation group 1), and the packet is transmitted to
cluster B through the selected port.

The rest may be done in the same manner, until all ports
on each apparatus in cluster A are joined into the link
aggregation group 1.

As may be seen from the above analysis, when a port on
an apparatus in a cluster joins in a link aggregation group,
a determination is made as to whether the port joined into the
link aggregation group belongs to the apparatus itself, and
the port belonging to the apparatus would be associated to
the link aggregation group. Therefore, for the cluster, all of
the ports of all of the apparatuses are able to be joined into
the link aggregation group. Taking cluster A as an example,
if the maximum number of ports provided by an apparatus
in the cluster A is N, then the number of member links in the
link aggregation group of the cluster A will be able to
achieve the desired 4*N.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method for expanding
member ports of a link aggregation group between clusters
according to an example of the present disclosure. As shown
in FIG. 2, the method includes the following operations.

At block 201: receiving, by each apparatus in a cluster, a
port joining link aggregation group message sent by a master
control board on a master apparatus.

At block 202: when an apparatus determines that a newly
joined port is a port on the apparatus itself and also is the first
member port in the link aggregation group of the cluster,
associating the newly joined port with the link aggregation
group. That is, the first member port comprises the first port
of the apparatus to join the link aggregation group.
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FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for expanding
member ports of a link aggregation group between clusters
according to an example of the present disclosure. As shown
in FIG. 3, the method includes the following operations.

At block 301: an apparatus in a cluster receives a port
joining link aggregation group message sent by a master
control board on a master apparatus in the cluster.

When a port on any apparatus in the cluster joins a link
aggregation group, a master control board on a master
apparatus in a cluster sends a port joining link aggregation
group message to each apparatus in the cluster.

At block 302: when receiving the port joining link aggre-
gation group message, each apparatus in the cluster respec-
tively determines whether the newly joined port is a port on
the apparatus itself. If any of the apparatuses determines that
the newly joined port is a port on the apparatus itself, then
block 303 is performed; otherwise, block 308 is performed.

At block 303: the apparatus further determines whether
the new port is the first member port in the link aggregation
group. If it is determined that the newly joined port is the
first member port in the link aggregation group, then block
304 is performed; otherwise, block 305 is performed.

At block 304: the apparatus associates the newly joined
port with the link aggregation group.

At block 305: the apparatus further determines whether at
least another port on the apparatus itself has been joined into
the link aggregation group. If it is determined that at least
one port on the apparatus has been joined into the link
aggregation group, then block 306 is performed; otherwise,
block 307 is performed.

At block 306: the apparatus associates the newly joined
port with the link aggregation group.

At block 307: the apparatus replaces a logic association
between a stacking port of the apparatus itself and the link
aggregation group with a logic association between the
newly joined port and the link aggregation group.

At block 308: the apparatus determines whether the newly
joined port is the first member port in the link aggregation
group. If it is determined that the newly joined port is the
first member port in the link aggregation group, then block
309 is performed; otherwise, the apparatus does not change
the logic association between the stacking port and the link
aggregation group.

At block 309: the apparatus associates a stacking port of
the apparatus itself with the link aggregation group, the
workflow is finished.

At this point, the description of the whole flowchart
illustrating the method for expanding member ports of the
link aggregation group between clusters according to the
example of the present disclosure is completed.

After the member ports of a link aggregation group
between clusters are expanded, packets will be forwarded
through the member ports of the link aggregation group,
which includes the following operations.

An apparatus receiving a packet determines whether there
is a port of the apparatus in the link aggregation group. If
there is a port of the apparatus in the link aggregation group,
then the packet is directly transmitted through the above port
of the apparatus in the link aggregation group. If there is not
aport of the apparatus in the link aggregation group, then the
packet is transmitted through a stacking port of the apparatus
that is associated with the link aggregation group and
connects with a stacking link connecting with the other
apparatus in the cluster.

Based on the above method, FIG. 4 provides a schematic
diagram illustrating a structure of an apparatus for expand-
ing member ports of a link aggregation group between
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clusters according to an example of the present disclosure.
As shown in FIG. 4, the apparatus includes a receiving unit
41 and a first determining unit 42. Herein, the receiving unit
41 is to receive a port joining link aggregation group
message sent by a master control board on a master appa-
ratus in the cluster. The first determining unit 42 is to
associate the port joined into the link aggregation group with
the link aggregation group when it is determined that the
port joined into the link aggregation group is a port on the
apparatus itself and also is the first port in the link aggre-
gation group connecting the cluster.

As shown in FIG. 4, the apparatus may further include a
second determining unit 43, which is to associate a stacking
port of the apparatus itself with the link aggregation group
when it is determined that the port the port joined into the
link aggregation group is a port on the other apparatus in the
cluster and is the first port in the link aggregation group,
wherein, the stacking port of the apparatus is connected to
a stacking link that directly connects with the other appa-
ratus in the cluster.

Furthermore, the apparatus may also include a third
determining unit 44, which is to replace an association
between the stacking port and the link aggregation group
with an association between the port joined into the link
aggregation group and the link aggregation group when it is
determined that the port joined into the link aggregation
group is the first port on the apparatus itself that joins the
link aggregation group and at least one port on the other
apparatus has joined into the link aggregation group.

Furthermore, the apparatus may also include a fourth
determining unit 45, which is to associate the port joined
into the link aggregation group with the link aggregation
group when it is determined that the port joined into the link
aggregation group is a port on the apparatus itself and at
least another port on the apparatus itself has been joined to
the link aggregation group.

Furthermore, the apparatus may also include a sending
unit 46, which is to transmit the packet through the port of
the apparatus itself in the link aggregation group when it is
determined that the DMAC address of the received packet
corresponds to the link aggregation group and at least one
port of the apparatus itself has joined into the link aggre-
gation group; or, to transmit the packet through the stacking
port when it is determined that the DMAC address of the
received packet corresponds to the link aggregation group
and the stacking port of the apparatus is associated with the
link aggregation group.

The above-mentioned units may be implemented by soft-
ware (e.g., machine readable instructions stored in a memory
and executable by a processor), hardware (e.g., the processor
of an ASIC), or a combination thereof, which is not
restricted by the examples of the present disclosure dis-
cussed herein.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a hardware
structure of an apparatus for expanding member ports of a
link aggregation group between clusters according to an
example of the present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 5, the
apparatus includes a processor 501 and a memory 502.
Wherein, the memory 502 stores machine readable instruc-
tions and the processor 501 performs operations through
execution of the machine readable instructions. The machine
readable instructions are to cause the processor to receive a
port joining link aggregation group message sent by a master
control board on a master apparatus in the cluster and
associate a newly joined port with the link aggregation
group when it is determined that the newly joined port is a

25

30

40

45

50

55

8

port on the apparatus itself and also is the first member port
in the link aggregation group connecting the cluster.

Furthermore, the machine readable instructions may fur-
ther cause the processor 501 to associate a stacking port of
the apparatus itself with the link aggregation group when it
is determined that the newly joined port is a port on the other
apparatus in the cluster and also is the first member port in
the link aggregation group, in which, the stacking port of the
apparatus is connected to a stacking link that directly
connects with the other apparatus in the cluster.

Furthermore, the machine readable instructions may fur-
ther cause the processor 501 to replace an association
between the stacking port and the link aggregation group
with an association between the newly joined port and the
link aggregation group when it is determined that the newly
joined port is the first port on the apparatus itself that joins
the link aggregation group and at least one port on the other
apparatus has joined into the link aggregation group.

Furthermore, the machine readable instructions may fur-
ther cause the processor 501 to associate the newly joined
port with the link aggregation group when it is determined
that the newly joined port is a port on the apparatus itself and
at least another port on the apparatus itself has been joined
to the link aggregation group.

Furthermore, the machine readable instructions may fur-
ther cause the processor 501 to transmit the packet through
the port of the apparatus itself that is in the link aggregation
group when it is determined that the DMAC address of a
received packet corresponds to the link aggregation group
and at least one port of the apparatus itself has joined into the
link aggregation group; or, transmit the packet through the
stacking port when it is determined that that the DMAC
address of a received packet corresponds to the link aggre-
gation group and the stacking port of the apparatus is
associated with the link aggregation group.

As may be seen from the above description, when the
computer operations stored in the memory 502 are executed
by the processor 501, functions of the receiving unit 41, the
first determining unit 42, the second determining unit 43, the
third determining unit 44, the fourth determining unit 45,
and the sending unit 46 are implemented, then the structure
of the apparatus for expanding member ports of a link
aggregation group between clusters may be shown in FIG.
5, in which, the device shown in FIG. 5 further includes I/O
ports 503.

Thus, the apparatus for expanding member ports of a link
aggregation group between clusters according to the
example of the present disclosure is achieved.

As in the methods provided by examples of the present
disclosure, each apparatus in a cluster associates its ports
joined into a link aggregation group with the link aggrega-
tion group or associates its stacking port with the link
aggregation group when no port on it has joined into the link
aggregation group. Therefore, for the cluster, when all of the
ports of all of the apparatuses join the link aggregation
group, a hardware chip on each apparatus maintains an
association between the link aggregation group and its ports
joined into the link aggregation group, which makes it
possible to achieve a desired number of member links in the
link aggregation group of the cluster.

The above examples may be implemented by hardware,
software, firmware, or a combination thereof. For example,
the various methods, processes, and functional modules
described herein may be implemented by a processor (the
term processor is to be interpreted broadly to include a CPU,
processing unit, ASIC, logic unit, or programmable gate
array, etc.). The processes, methods and functional modules
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may all be performed by a single processor or split between
several processors; reference in this disclosure or the claims
to a ‘processor’ should thus be interpreted to mean ‘one or
more processors’. The processes, methods and functional
modules may be implemented as machine readable instruc-
tions executable by one or more processors, hardware logic
circuitry of the one or more processors or a combination
thereof. Further the teachings herein may be implemented in
the form of a computer software product. The computer
software product is stored in a non-transitory storage
medium and comprises a plurality of instructions for making
a computer device (which may be a personal computer, a
server or a network device such as a router, switch, access
point, etc.) implement the methods recited in the examples
of the present disclosure.

The figures are only illustrations of an example, wherein
the modules or procedure shown in the figures are not
necessarily essential for implementing the present disclo-
sure. The modules in the aforesaid examples may be com-
bined into one module or further divided into a plurality of
sub-modules.

The above are just several examples of the present dis-
closure, and are not used for limiting the protection scope of
the present disclosure. Any modifications, equivalents,
improvements, etc., made under the principle of the present
disclosure, are all included in the protection scope of the
present disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for expanding member ports of a link
aggregation group between clusters, comprising:

receiving, by each apparatus in a cluster of apparatuses, a
port joining link aggregation group message sent by a
master control board on a master apparatus in the
cluster, wherein the port joining link aggregation group
message identifies a port, which is on an apparatus in
the cluster, that newly joined the link aggregation
group; and

at each apparatus of the cluster of apparatuses: identifying
the newly joined port from the port joining link aggre-
gation group message; determining whether the newly
joined port is a port on the apparatus itself and whether
the newly joined port is a first member port in the link
aggregation group of the cluster; in response to deter-
mining the newly joined port is a port on the apparatus
itself and is a first member port in the link aggregation
group, storing an association of the newly joined port
with the link aggregation group at the apparatus;
receiving a packet for the link aggregation group; and
based on the stored association, transmitting the packet
to another cluster of apparatuses via the newly joined
port.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

associating a stacking port of the apparatus with the link
aggregation group in response to any of the apparatuses
determining that the newly joined port is a port on
another apparatus in the cluster and also is the first
member port in the link aggregation group, wherein, a
stacking port of the apparatus is connected to a stacking
link that directly connects with the another apparatus in
the cluster.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

replacing an association between the stacking port and the
link aggregation group with an association between the
newly joined port and the link aggregation group in
response to any of the apparatuses determining that the
newly joined port is the first port on the apparatus itself
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that joins the link aggregation group and at least one
port on the other apparatus has joined into the link
aggregation group.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

associating the newly joined port with the link aggrega-

tion group in response to any of the apparatuses deter-
mining that the newly joined port is a port on the
apparatus itself and at least another port on the appa-
ratus itself has been joined into the link aggregation
group.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

in response to any of the apparatuses receiving a packet

and determining that the destination media access con-
trol (DMAC) address of the received packet corre-
sponds to the link aggregation group and at least one
port of the apparatus itself has joined into the link
aggregation group, transmitting the packet through the
port of the apparatus itself that is associated with the
link aggregation group; and

in response to any of the apparatuses receiving a packet

and determining that the DMAC address of the
received packet corresponds to the link aggregation
group and the stacking port of the apparatus is associ-
ated with the link aggregation group, transmitting the
packet through the stacking port.

6. An apparatus for expanding member ports of a link
aggregation group between clusters, said apparatus compris-
ing:

a processor; and

a memory, wherein the memory stores machine readable

instructions and wherein the processor performs opera-

tions through execution of the machine readable

instructions, wherein the machine readable instructions

are to:

receive a port joining link aggregation group message
sent by a master control board on a master apparatus
in the cluster, wherein the link aggregation group
message identifies a port, which is on an apparatus in
the cluster, that newly joined the link aggregation
group; and

in response to a determination that the newly joined
port is a port on the apparatus itself and also is a first
member port in the link aggregation group of the
cluster, store an association of the newly joined port
with the link aggregation group at the apparatus;
receive a packet for the link aggregation group; and
based on the stored association, transmit the packet
to another cluster of apparatuses via the newly joined
port.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the machine readable
instructions are further to:

in response to a determination that the newly joined port

is a port on the other apparatus in the cluster and also
is the first member port in the link aggregation group,
associate a stacking port of the apparatus itself with the
link aggregation group, wherein the stacking port of the
apparatus is connected to a stacking link that directly
connects with the other apparatus in the cluster.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the machine readable
instructions are further to:

in response to a determination that the newly joined port

is the first port on the apparatus itself that joins the link
aggregation group and at least one port on the other
apparatus has joined into the link aggregation group,
replace an association between the stacking port and
the link aggregation group with an association between
the newly joined port and the link aggregation group.
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9. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the machine readable
instructions are further to:
in response to a determination that the newly joined port
is a port on the apparatus itself and at least another port
on the apparatus itself has been joined into the link
aggregation group, associate the newly joined port with
the link aggregation group.
10. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the machine
readable instructions are further to:
in response to a determination that the DMAC address of
a received packet corresponds to the link aggregation
group and at least one port of the apparatus itself has
joined into the link aggregation group, transmit the
packet through the port of the apparatus itself that is
associated with the link aggregation group; or,
in response to a determination that the DMAC address of
a received packet corresponds to the link aggregation
group and the stacking port of the apparatus associate
with the link aggregation group, transmitting the packet
through the stacking port.
11. An apparatus comprising:
a processor; and
ports,
wherein the processor:
determines whether a port specified in a link aggrega-
tion group message received at the apparatus is a port
of the apparatus;
in response to determining the specified port is a port of
the apparatus, determines whether the port is a first
member port in the link aggregation group;
in response to determining the port is the first mem-
ber port in the link aggregation group, stores an
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association of the port with the link aggregation
group at the apparatus; receives a packet for the
link aggregation group; and based on the stored
association, transmits the packet to a cluster of
apparatuses via the port;

in response to determining the port is not the first
member port in the link aggregation group; deter-
mines whether any other ports of the apparatus are
already a member of a link aggregation group; and

in response to determining that none of the other
ports of the apparatus are already a member of the
link aggregation group, replaces, at the apparatus,
a stacking port with the specified port in the link
aggregation group.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the stacking port
is one of the ports of the apparatus, and the stacking port
indirectly connects the apparatus to a link in the link
aggregation group.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the stacking port
connects the apparatus to the link in the link aggregation
group via another apparatus.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the apparatus and
the another apparatus are in a cluster, and the cluster is
connected to another cluster of apparatuses via links in the
link aggregation group.

15. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein to replace the
stacking port with the specified port in the link aggregation
group, the processor replaces a stored association between
the stacking port and the link aggregation group with an
association between the specified port and the link aggre-
gation group.



